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14 FINNISH

Alexis Manaster-Ramer, pp. 191=-235, Amsterdem: Benja-
mins,

Luce, B, Dusecas. ol al., eds. 1963 Readings in matheros-
feal pavefndeogy, vol, 20 Readmg, Mass.: Wiley,

FINNISH, natively swomi or suomen kieli, belongs 1o
the Balue-Finnic branch of the Finno-Ugric linguages.
|See Uralic Langoages. | In 1988, it was spoken by same
4.6 mullion people in Finland—almaost 95 percent of the
population, Sizeable Finnish-speaking minarities exist
in Sweden. the United States, Canada, and Australia,
totaling maore than 300 K. (For relerence, see L. Ha-
kulinen 1979, A, Hakulinen & Karlsson 1980, Karlsson
[Wd3a.b, and Branch [987.)

The hasie word stock is Finno-Ugric. There are five
magjor strata of borrowed words: Old Indo-European (in
several anstances, Indo-Arvany, O0d Baltic, Old Ger-
manic, Slavie (especially Russian), and Swedish, Re-
cently, English has had some impaet.

There are eight regional dialects of Finnish, as shown
on Map 1. The social stratification of Finnish s not
pronaunced .

The Finnish standund Janguage was primarily based on
the southwestern dizlects. lis first coherent written man-
ilestations are the parts of the Bible translated by Mikael
Agricola in the early 16th century, In the mid-1%h
century, Standard Finnish alse absorbed major influences
lromn the castern dialects, espectally that of Savo.

1. Phonology. The phonological system comprises
cight vowels and thirteen consonants, as shown in Tables
=2, Primary word stress s always fixed on the first
syllable.

All vowels occur contrastively short and long (pho-
nemically double) in both stressed and unstressed post-
tioms. There are eighteen phanelogically distinct diph-
thongs: of df Gf v wf el of, i on el i, Gy v ey iy, e
el VA

(1 the consonant phonemes, « 4 mostly occur in
morphophonologicul alternating pairs. The consonants g
tk s 0 romon oy ooccur contrastively shon and long
iphonemically doubley. The consonamt [ is [airly well
accepted in horrowed words: b oo g & are less so, and
tend to be replaced by por & s respectively.

The relationship between phonelogical and graphemic
structure is almost one-to-one in full-form, carcful pro-
nunciations, though & is writien as (rk). and g oas
(g}, It is often claimed that the Finnish writing system
wdheres 1o the principle "One phoneme, one grapheme’;
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however. colloguial discourse typically contains many
types of reductions (especially vowel loss) which detruc
from this ideal.

Vowel harmony is the main phonotactic feature, In
native, non-compound words, the back vowels w o a
never co-occur with the fromt vowels v o g The vowels
Poeoare neatral. and co-occur with both harmonizing
vovel seiss thus there are stems like i “snow’, alo
‘house™. pdved “table’ | fusikha “spoon’.
dle’, vere “draft’. very "hydrogen’, vl “fault’, Ad "age’
Suffixes which contain harmonizing vowels are subject
1o the same restriction. These endings have two alter-
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TaBLE 20 Finnish Consonand Phonemes, Consonants
n parentheses are limited o loan words.

! Labial  Apical  Palacal

Velar  Giloral

I Dicclusives
Worceless i [ b
Vonced by d (1]
Fricatives
Vionceless i) . i1 h
Wionced
Masals m mn 1
Yihrant
[Lateral
Semivowel i

nants, depending on the vowel structure of the stem:
e.g. kadu-lla tin the street’, pavdd-Nd con the table”
After a neutral stem. the front-vowel alternant is used.
e.8. Helsingi-ssd “in Helsinki™.

Native Finnish words contn no word-imal or word-
final consonant clusters: their svllables never begin with
more than one consonant. or end with more than twao.

The most conspicuous morphophonological feature is
consonant gradation: tvpreally. the stops p 1 K are “weak-
ened” in certain morphelogical environments, i.c. when
suffixes of certain types are added 1o stems. Both nouns
and verbs are subject o gradation. The double stops pp
it kk alternate with single p ¢ k—¢.2. kauppa “shop™. pl.
kerupa-t (see also Table 3). The single stops p 1 & alternate
tn ways which depend on the phonological nature of the
preceding segment; ez, they are assomlated 10 a hom-
arganic nasal ar higuid in kampa ‘comb’, kamma-ssa in
the comb'; ranra “beach™, ranna-fla “on the beach™ Ll
gold”, kella-fla “with the gold™: paria “beard’, parra-
sxa “in the beard™. Afier a vowel. p alternates with v,
with o, and & with zero or .

Yowel mutation applies tw stem-final vowels before
certain endings with initial v, e.g. plural - and past -1
and includes the following processes;

(4} Double vowels are shortened: maa “country’, ste-i-
S5z 'in the countries’
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thy The vowel § s lost at the end af a diphthong: fa
“shark”, ha-f-sxa ‘in the sharks”

ic) Diphthongs ending in mid vowels lose their first
vowel: rie “road’ . reerlld om the roads”.

8y e (and often &) is dropped: &eli language” (kiele-),
Liel-i-ssd tin the languazpges’

{e) The wvowel o aliernates with o, 1f the first stem
vowel 15 § e a; otherwise, @ is dropped: virka “job’.
virg-f-ssa (with consonant gradadion), sieng “epg’
mun-i-55a in the ¢pgs’,

2. Morphology. Finmsh s e sullixing, relanvely ag-
ghutinative language. However, since there are several
dozen morphophonological aliernations fike gradation
and vowel mutation, Finnish is by noomeans wvpically
agglutinmutive,

Nouns and adjecuves are inllected inothe same wav:
the inflectional catecaries are number (singnlar or plural)
and case (a typcal case/number paradigm s shown
Table 3. The thineen cases shown are productive Tor
all nouns and adiectives. Nate the consonant gradation
v, and the mutation w/o before plural -f

Only personal pronouns have distinet accusative forms.,
=i, An additional case. the mstructive no-x, 15 non-
productive for most nouns,

Possessive inflections marking person and number may
follow any case lorm; they are obligatony with the
comutative. For the elative singular form kawpasia. the
possessive forms are Aanpa-sta-ni fram my shop', kapa-
sta-mpie Cour’, Agnghd-sia-sd Syour sglt Ragc-sia- e
“wour pl.7, kawpa-sta-an of kaupd-sia-asa “herhisitheir”,

Finite verbs are inflected for voice tactive or passive),

TanLE 3. Finnish Newin Cases

Ciloss Tor Uase |

singuelar Flura]
Monunaiive K Reprf defimie fguantiy )
“shop’ [
| Genitive Laupa-n Ketiefrpper-f-o0t - perimaning o
| Pamitive ketuppa-n Kaappe-p-a mdelinite {guan-
Hivh
[ Inessive Kauped-s5aq Kanpo-i-s501n0
Elative Revdeprer-atel Aenipro-i-atd o frony Dinsade)
Hlanve keruppa-an kanppo-lmr mio

Adessive Roper-Me kawpo-r-fa at with, on

Ablative Retwpen-deet heregro-idre from
Allatrve keiegprer-Hle kenpo-r-te o Cocal
Esstve heappa-ng Beippaoeaa s

Translative  raupa-ksi kdpo--fs iranstormed | mi
Comitative  Aaquppo-iee-  Lauppo-oe- accompanied by
Ahessive

Reruger-fee Retpo-I-tfa wathous
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TaprLe 4, Finnish Verb Paradigms

Present ) Conditional Fasl
Singular Plural Singular Plural Singular Plural
|1 - el -re ani-lsi-n aQAtaeisi-mee anosn drno-i-mme |
2 - g andd-isi-t  ania-isi-re anmer-i-1 G -
3 cHrlei el anta-vat e -5 anfu-isi-var -y anto-i-val |
4 LRI anre-Ha-15i-im anne-H-i-in |

tense/mood . and person ol subject. There are two simple
tenses (non-past and pastl; four moods {indicative. con-
ditional, potential, and imperative): and three persons an
both singular and plural. The passive catcgory expresses
an indefinite 4th person. signaled discontinuously b one
marph of voice and one of person. Typical finite forms
for the verb ama- “give’ appear in Table 4 (note the
consanant gradation).

The non-linite verb forms comprise six participles and
three infinitives. Most participles have dual usest s
nominal modifiers, and as parts of complex tense forms.
As madifiers. the participles are productively inflected
like adjectives, Nominative singular forms ol the part-
ciples for anra- "give’ are shown in Table 5.

The infinitives. with limited case inflection. arc most
often used as adverbial modifiers: examples are shown
in Table 6. They lack number.

Finnish has hundreds of postpasitions, most of which
sovern the genitive case (¢.g. falo-n tarkana “behind the
house’). 1t has only a handful of prepositions.

3, Syntax. The basic word order patterns are S|ubject]
Vierh] Olbject] Aldverbial], 8 + % + Predicate Com-
plement —and. in existentinl clauses, (ATVS. However,
clause-level word order is relatively free, Any constit-
ent may be topicalized to imtial position for discourse
rensons: and adverbials miy be inserted anywhere al
clause level (e ASVO. SAVO. SVAQL All permu-
pations within SVO clauses are grammatical, given the
praper context. Within hasic phrases like WPs und APs.
word order 15 fixed.

TasLe 5. Finnish Pariiciples
it

[ Mo Form

Leiving
swhich couldrshoukl be gven’
“given (by someone)’
“miven (passive)’
which would not give or be

Caloss

chidfc -
aEe-Ia-vil
LR
-

| Tsr Achve

| 151 Passive
Il Active
2l Possave

| Mogative anfd-a-on
given’

‘piven [kwy someene

Apennve

crealid - il

A husic case-marking opposition for NPs is partitive
vs. non-partitive, The former ( Denison 19371 expresses
an indefinite quantity or amount of i mass entity. in-
cluding plurals of count nouns:

(1 Mominative Subject
Fendu-1la

SEPeCl-AlESS 50 15 CILE MM SG)

1l CRR R

“There is a var in the street.” (Note detinile quantity-)

(Thy  Ander oy haredne-1il,
CUrt oM 5G] 15 slrect-anEss. sy
“The car is in the street.’

[ler  Awteel ervat kencdne-dler,
CA{MOM. ML) are srect-amess. s
“The cars are in the streel.”

[y Hille er paarki-ssa.

jelly(som sG) is  Jar-1NEss.sn
“The jelly is in the jar.’

i Partitive Subject

(2 Kedetla CHE R T
SIEPCCL-ADESS 55 1% CAl-PART-FI
“There are cars i the sireet’

(g Parkiossg o Rilloew.

Jar-inbss st 15 Jelly-raky s

“There is gelly n e jar

The partitive case distinction is also related o polants
amed aspect: objects in the scope of negation are normally
i the partitive, as ure objects ol o verh with irresultative
aspect.

Finnish is not a subject-prominent language. There are
several types of zero-place verbs, especially meteoralog-
ical and causative ones: Sara-a "It rains’. Janeti-a ‘1
feel thirsty.” Independent 1st2nd person pronaminal
subjects are narmally omited, <f. (o) ey Wl
come' . Generic sentences are normally subjectiess.

The finite verb agrees in person and number with 1

numinative subject. In noun phrases. inflectable deter-
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TaBLE 6. Finnish fnfinivives

MName Case IForm Closs ]
Fl Inf Mominative atti-if o) give
Translative ansi-a-kse (i order to) pive' [+
| poss, suff, )
2nd Inf. Inessive nte-g-55a- Hwhen X is) giving” (4
| poss, suff.)
RN - EHid- - N iwhen) giving' '
Instructive anie-g-n ‘piving”
‘ ird Ind Inessive LT RN - S ‘eiving (progressive)’
Elative AL R - 510 Hrom giving (dircctional)’
| Mianive IR -G “ler give (edirectional)’
[ Adessive anti-ma-din by ziving (instrumental)’
' Abessive i - “withiouat giving feantive)

miners and adjectives agree in case and number with the
head noun:

fee is0 dder “that hig car” (nom. sg. )
facn pse-nn dier-n ol that hig car' (gen. sg )
I E-SAG ISO--S80 arto-xse in those big cars” Ciness,

nl
pi-)

Clause negation is manilested as a special finite verb
¢ agreaing in person and number with the grammatical
subject: e.g., Ming osta-n auto-n heomenna *1 shall bu v
4 car omarrow”, hut negative Ming e-n osia auto-o
huomenna (the negative trigeers partitive object).

NPs may contain relative clanses, “that” clauses, and
indirect questions as postmodifiers to the head noun.
Relative clauses may also be preposed, with the depen-
dents of the verb in inverted order: the verb then takes
one of the participial forms listed ahove.

On the clause level, ‘that’ clauses (as abject comple-
ments of transitive verbs) and *when' clauses may also
be rendered by non-finite constructions bused on parti-
ciples and infinitives. For “that” clauses. the correspond-
ing participle construction is based on the zenitive sin-
aular of the 14 active panticiple; for “when™ clauses, it
15 hased on the inessive case of the 2nd infinitive, or on
the partitive case of the 2nd passive participle (depending
on tense relutions). In these non-finite constructions. the
subject of the corresponding “that” or “when' clanse s
rendered either by the genitive case, or by i possessive
ending.

Friip Kaktssos
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FORMAL GRAMMAR. Since u leasi Wilhelm von
Humbaldr [¢. v |, human Janguaze has heen viewed as a
system which makes hnile use of linite means. All
languages incorporate kECURSIVE devices which permil
sentences to be of indelinite Jength—coordination, com-
plementation, and relutivizanon. Hence. most charscter-
rations of human language. te. grammars, have heen
algebraie, using formal rules tha dSAIEN STRUCTURA
PESCRIFIIONS (o an infinite number of utterances. Adopt-
mg 4 standard  mathematical definition, o FoNcTIoN s
saidd 10 generate when values are given for VaRIARLES.
A GENERATIVE GlAMMAR, thew, 5 o formml SVALEm
which provides explicitly the finite mechanisms available
o the bramn for infinite use. in such a way that cmpirical
cansciuences can be derived and tested for accuracy as
e the natural sciences. DilTerent farms of senerative
grammars have been proposed,




