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Languages coming into an areal contact have shown a tendency of borrowing lexical as well
as grammatical items from one another [1, p. 204]. For a borrowing process to take place, it is
not essentially important that the languages share the same genetic origin, rather that they de-
velop together at the same territorial location and that the people using these languages come
into cooperation. A picturesque example of such borrowing processes is the Balkan
sprachbund (‘language-union’) [1, p. 204–208].

The territory of Siberia is a home place to a number of languages, such as the Khanty,
Selkup, Ket, Chulym-Turkic and many others. A. Dulson organized a number of anthropo-
logic and linguistic expeditions. The results of their research indicated that the Chulym people
descended from the Selkup and Ket communities. In the course of the Turks’ advancement to
the river Chulym, the Chulym community was gradually turkicized [2, p. 177–182].

Historically,  the  Chulym Turks  lived  in  the  basin  of  the  Chulym River  on  the  present
Tomsk Region and Krasnoyarsk Territory area. It appears justifiable to assume that the com-
munity mentioned must have had close cooperation with the neighboring peoples, resulting in
their linguistic interchange, for example, with the Khanty, especially their eastern Vakh and
Vasyugan branch. Despite their belonging to different language families, it is highly possible
that not only lexemes were shared in these languages, but also whole or partial syntactic struc-
tures.

A thorough typological investigation is expected to show whether there are cases of
Turkic syntactic structures being borrowed into the Khanty language or, vice versa, Finno-
Ugric structures being loaned into the Chulym-Turkic language. Alongside that, the nature of
lexemes similarly borrowed will be inspected. In order to establish whether these and other
Siberian languages form a certain Siberian sprachbund, a more careful study is needed. This
would involve analyzing a wide range of Siberian indigenous languages. At present stage, a
comparative syntactic study would be the first step in determining the degree of interaction
and interchange between Chulym-Turkic and Khanty as well as the possibility of their be-
longing to a Sprachbund.
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