
Exploring the boundary between manner and state – 
The case of participant-oriented adverbs in Polish 
  
In recent linguistic discussion the distinction between event-orientation and participant-orientation of adjuncts is
analysed as a rather fuzzy one. A model is assumed in which typical participant-oriented predicates, expressing
features like quality or state, and typical event-oriented predicates, e.g. notions of time or manner, figure as
extrema of a semantic continuum. Languages may differ as to the means by which this underlying continuum is
realised on a morphosyntactic level. While in some languages event-orientation and participant-orientation are
coded by the same formal means, other languages employ distinct morphosyntactic strategies that reflect the
semantic orientation of the adjunct towards either the event or a participant. Still, the 'cut-off point' between the
two coding strategies may be found at different positions of the semantic continuum, varying among languages. 
In the domain of adjectival adjuncts, as far as Polish is concerned, it is possible to unambiguously distinguish
between adverbs, which can be considered the prototypical representation of (event-oriented) adverbials, and
adjectives, which are typical exponents of (participant-oriented) secondary predicates. For example, the adverb
szybko 'quickly' in (1) has to be interpreted as an adverbial, containing information about the event, i.e. Peter's
driving, whereas the adjective chory 'ill' in (2) conveys a (secondary) predication about the agent, Peter, as
illustrated by the indices.  
  
(1)        Piotr jedzie szybkoAdv do pracy. 

            'Peter drivesi to work quicklyi.' 
  
(2)        Piotr jedzie choryAdj do pracy. 

            'Peteri drives to work illi.' 
  
In certain constructions, however, Polish adverbs to some degree exhibit participant-orientation next to event-
orientation or even exclusive participant-orientation. The default interpretation of the adverb nerwowo 'nervously'
in (3), for instance, would comprise both a manner reading and a comment about the psychological state of the
agent – one could tell by the way he walked up and down the corridor that Peter was nervous. In an example like
(4), though, any manner reading of the adverb boso ‘barefoot’ must be excluded. 
  
(3)        Piotr chodzi³ nerwowoAdv wzd³u¿ korytarza szpitalu. 

            'Peteri nervouslyi walkedi up and down the corridor of the hospital.' 
  
(4)        Czêsto widziano tych dzieci bosoAdv. 

            'One often saw these childreni barefooti.' 
  
Taking into consideration different lexical subtypes of expressions potentially denoting participant-oriented
features as well as different subtypes of secondary predicates, the presentation draws on data provided by
participant-oriented adverbs in Polish in an attempt to shed some light on the issue of vagueness and ambiguity
between adverbial modification and secondary predication. The question will be raised, if, or where, a border
between notions such as manner and state can be assumed, as it seems insufficient to decide this on a merely
formal ground. 
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