
Contact-induced language change: can we predict what will change and what won’t? 
 
In recent years, quite a bit has happened in the long sleepy field of contact-induced 
language change. While for decades, contact linguistics was preoccupied with strictly 
synchronic issues, such as how and why people codeswitch in bilingual discourse, it 
has recently turned its attention to the relationship between what goes on in such 
synchronic speech and diachronic changes in languages as they have been described 
for more than a century in historical linguistics. This renewed interest has been helped 
along by at least two developments: the advent of Cognitive Linguistics, and the 
frustration felt by many inside the codeswitching crowd about the seemingly 
unsolvable debate about how to distinguish codeswitching and borrowing. Cognitive 
Linguistics has two characteristics that are important in this light: it has done away 
with the strict division between lexicon and syntax, and it has put diachronic issues 
(as well as synchronic variation) back in the center of linguistic theory. Doing away 
with the syntax-lexicon division has made it possible to work towards a unified theory 
of contact-induced change, unifying lexical and structural borrowing. Making 
language change a central issue to be explained by any theory of language, has 
provided an extra boost to its study. Within the study of codeswitching, it has proven 
difficult to tell whether a given example was an instance of lexical borrowing or of 
codeswitching. The source of trouble was, in my mind, a failure to recognize that 
borrowing is a diachronic phenomenon (or a ‘process’), and codeswitching a 
synchronic one (or an ‘event’). In this talk, I will review recent attempts to move the 
theory of contact-induced change further, against the background of these issues. 
Empirical data will be provided from the immigrant variety of Turkish that is spoken 
in Holland. My specific focus will be on whether such a theory can hope to be able to 
predict what changes a given contact situation will produce in the languages 
concerned. Manner, the topic of this symposium, will figure in this part of the talk, in 
the sense that I will show to what extent the category is involved in triggering 
codeswitches and structural interference. 
 


